
City of Durham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee meeting held via Zoom 

at 12:00pm on Friday 9th June 2023  

Present: Cllr G Holland (in the Chair), Cllr E Ashby, Cllr A Doig, Cllr C Lattin and 

Cllr S Walker.  

Also present: Mr A Shanley (Parish Clerk), Mr John Ashby and Mr John Lowe 

members of the public).  

 
1. Welcome and apologies 

Apologies were received from Councillors N Brown and R Ormerod.  

2. To receive any declarations of interest from members 

None received.  

3. To receive and approve as a correct record the minutes of the 

meeting held on 26th May 2023 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2023 were unanimously agreed as 

a true and accurate record of proceedings.  

4. To receive any public participation comments on the following 

agenda items.  

Mr John Ashby advised that he was attending the meeting with a general interest 

in all Agenda items.  

Mr John Lowe advised that he was attending the meeting with a general interest 

in all Agenda items. 

5. Matters arising:  

(a) To agree the draft responses to the following planning and 

licensing application(s), pre-application(s) and/or appeal(s):  

DM/23/01167/FPA | Change of use from dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to small 

House in Multiple Occupation (Use Class C4) with alterations to existing bay 

window | 5 Lyndhurst Drive Crossgate Moor Durham DH1 4AE. The Committee 

approved the response to this application.  

DM/23/01353/FPA | Renovation of property to include replacement of 

conservatory with a single storey rear extension, re-roofing of single storey off-

shoot and associated internal works. | 24 Hallgarth Street Durham DH1 3AT. The 

Committee approved the response to this application. 

DM/23/01354/LB | Renovation of property to include replacement of 

conservatory with a single storey rear extension, re-roofing of single storey off-

shoot and associated internal works. | 24 Hallgarth Street Durham DH1 3AT. The 

Committee approved the response to this application. 



(b) To consider the outcome of the following planning and licensing 
application(s) and/or appeal(s): 

DM/23/00333/PNT | Prior notification for installation of 15m slim-line 

monopole, supporting 6 no. antennas, with 3 no. equipment cabinets and ancillary 

development thereto including 1 no. GPS module. | Land North Of St Godrics 

Church Millburngate Durham DH1 4RD. The Committee noted that this application 

had now been approved.  

DM/22/01981/RM | Reserved matters application for 470 dwellings 

(appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to 

DM/20/03558/OUT. | Land To The East Of Regents Court Sherburn Road Durham. 

The Committee noted that this application had now been approved at Committee, 

in spite of the objections from GRA, the City of Durham Parish Council, the City of 

Durham Trust and others. Committee Members expressed their disappointment at 

this outcome, particularly in relation to house sizes and bus services but agreed 

not to take any further legal action on this matter or submit a Secretary of State 

call-in request in respect of the application.  

John Ashby and John Lowe advised that the City of Durham Trust is hoping to 

enter into a positive approach to DCC in order to try and address some of the 

concerns expressed at Committee stage, e.g. bus stop locations, etc.  

(c) To consider the latest amendment(s) to the following planning 

and licensing application(s) and/or appeal(s): 

DM/23/00711/CEU | Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for 

change of use of C3 Dwellinghouse to C4 HMO prior to the Article 4 Direction 

coming into force | 3 Alma Terrace Nevilles Cross Bank Durham DH1 4JQ. The 

Committee noted that the applicant had now submitted a number of documents 

to show that the property was let to students prior to the Article 4 Direction being 

introduced but concerns remain that the property may not have been let to 3 or 

more students and therefore in use as a C4 HMO. The Clerk agreed to pursue this 

directly with the case officer.  

DM/21/02697/FPA | Addition of conservatory and terrace to serve the 

restaurant and bar | Farnley Tower The Avenue Durham DH1 4DX. The Committee 

noted that the case officer has now requested that the application be finally 

disposed of, given the lack of any action/ movement for a number of years now.  

DM/20/03238/OUT | Outline application for Purpose Built Student 

Accommodation comprising up to 850 bedrooms, with all matters reserved. Re-

consultation on older application to allow for update of policy / financial 

requirements - no amendments submitted. | Land To The North Of Mount Oswald 

South Road Durham DH1 3TQ. The Committee noted that the case officer had 

responded to a number of letters from the Parish Council regarding concerns over 

the allocation of Biodiversity Net Gain and Open Space contribution. In considering 

the officer’s correspondence, the Committee noted that there was sufficient 



flexibility in the allocation of Open Space contribution such that it may also include 

improvements to the public realm. The Clerk highlighted however that the funding 

from the development may only become available until first occupation of the 

development which may take a number of years. Councillor E Ashby expressed 

her ongoing concerns regarding the way in which Section 106 funding arising from 

this development had been allocated and in particular the loss of funding for the 

parish area for Biodiversity Net Gain in place of a site at Tow Law.  

(d) Preparing for the licensing hearing on 20th June 2023 on the 

following licensing application(s): 

Application to vary a premises licence by Happiness 2 at 17 North Road, Durham. 

DH1 4SH. Councillor G Holland agreed to represent the Parish Council at the 

hearing on 20th June 2023. The Committee also agreed to attempt mediation with 

the applicant’s solicitor in the meantime.  

6. To consider the following new licensing applications in the parish 

area: 

Application to vary a club premises certificate by St Johns College for St 

Johns College. 3 South Bailey. Durham. DH1 3RU. It was agreed to note this 

application.  

7. To consider the following new planning applications in the parish 
area 

a) To note:  

DM/23/01427/LB | Installation of new IT Network internally | The 

Chorister School The College Durham DH1 3EL. It was agreed to note this 

application. 

DM/23/01428/LB | Replacement of existing boiler room window | The 

Chorister School The College Durham DH1 3EL. It was agreed to note this 

application. 

DM/23/01511/LB | Retention of internal alterations and alterations to roof 

vent tile locations | 26-27 North Bailey Durham DH1 3EW. It was agreed to 

note this application. 

DM/23/01445/TPO | We would like to carry out the removal of the Ash 

tree in question. The job will be carried out by myself (Thomas) and another 

climbing Arborist. We will climb and rig the tree to ground level causing as 

little impact to the surrounding area due to the sensitive site. All timber and 

arisings being removed from the site. | Durham Miners Association Miners 

Hall Flass Street Durham DH1 4BE. It was agreed to note this application. 

DM/23/01422/TPO | Removal of 5 trees and crown lifting to 5m of 5 

trees | The Reeds Houghall Durham DH1 3SQ. It was agreed to note this 

application. 



DM/23/01504/PND | Prior notification for the demolition of 2no 

buildings | 1 And 2 The Reeds Houghall Durham DH1 3SQ. It was agreed to 

note this application. 

DM/23/01284/LB | Replacement dormer window to 2nd floor to front and 

repair vertical sliding window to rear side elevation | 52 South Street Durham 

DH1 4QP. It was agreed to note this application. 

DM/23/01357/FPA | Replacement of all timber framed casement, dormer, 

oriel and bay windows with heritage style timber effect uPVC windows. 

Replace all Velux windows with replacement windows to match existing. 

Redecoration of fascias, soffits and all external joinery to grey to match colour 

of new windows. Replacement of atrium skylight. | Orchard House New Elvet 

Durham DH1 3DB. It was agreed to note this application. 

DM/23/01390/AD | Addition to existing signage at first floor level of main 

elevation to reflect the renaming of the building in honour of Sir Thomas Allen 

and replacement of sign board in existing projecting bracket sign. | Assembly 

Rooms 40 North Bailey Durham DH1 3ET. It was agreed to note this 

application. 

DM/23/01117/TPO | 3x Sycamore and 1x Oak - remove overhanging 

branches by 4m, and pruning back to growth points 1x Scotch Pine - fell due 

to poor crown shape and structure. Replant with 1x Oak 1x Willow Oak - 

crown reduction and reshape by 30% | 16 Chevallier Court Durham DH1 3RF. 

It was agreed to note this application. 

b) To discuss: 

DM/23/01077/FPA | Proposed development of 26 holiday lodges, security 

office and associated recreational hub with access, parking and 

landscaping. | Land To The North Of Industrial Estate Frankland Lane Durham 

DH1 5TA. It was agreed to object to this application and also to call this 

application in to the Central and East Area County Planning Committee. The 

Clerk agreed to draft the response to this application.  

DM/23/01455/FPA | Conversion of ground floor garage/store to create an 

additional bedroom with en suite | 7A Dalton Crescent Nevilles Cross Durham 

DH1 4FB. It was agreed to note this application. 

DM/23/01186/AD | 1no internally illuminated fascia sign and 1no hanging 

sign | 5 New Elvet Durham DH1 3AQ. It was agreed to note this application. 

DM/23/01329/FPA | Rear extension to form a covered external terrace for 

restaurant (Use Class E), a 3-bed HMO (Use Class C4) and basement storage 

with alterations to the adjoining external staircase | 30 - 31 Silver Street 

Durham DH1 3RD. It was agreed to object to this application. It was agreed 

that Jo-Anne Garrick be asked to draft the response to this application. 



DM/23/01298/FPA | Change of use from dwelling (C3) to HMO (C4) with 

rear bin and cycle store | 15 St Aidans Crescent Crossgate Moor Durham DH1 

4AP. It was agreed to note this application. 

8. Durham South-West 2023 Traffic Regulation Order Amendment 

The Clerk presented the finalised proposals for the Durham South-West 2023 
Traffic Regulation Order Amendment to the Committee. 

The Clerk highlighted that the Parish Council was consulted on many of these 
proposals in December 2022 and the Committee agreed to support these.  

The Clerk advised that, since the December 2022 consultation, an amendment 

had been proposed to introduce 'no waiting at any time' on Coupland Way (located 
outside the City of Durham Parish area) and Neville's Cross Villas.  

The Clerk advised that all comments on this proposal must be received by 
21st June 2023. 

The Committee agreed to support these proposals in their entirety.  

9. Report on objections to planning application and calls to Committee: 

DCC Central and East Planning Committee 

Councillor A Doig presented his latest report on objections to planning applications 
and calls to Committee by the City of Durham Parish Council. Councillor A Doig 

thanked all those involved in formulating this latest version of the report and 
proposed that this be recommended for approval at the next Full Council meeting 

in June. The Committee unanimously agreed to support this.  

10. Report by the Chair on protecting family homes in the City  

The Chair presented his report on protecting family homes in the City and also 
highlighted the disparity between student residents vs permanent residents for 
similar sized towns and cities with Universities located within them. The Chair 

advised that Durham in particular had a huge disparity between the high numbers 
of student residents when compared with its geographical size and permanent 

resident population.  

The Chair highlighted that Policy 16 is insufficient as a stand-alone policy in 

protecting family homes in parts of the City. The Chair stressed that further work 
is needed to highlight the importance of other policies within the CDP such as 
Policies 29 and 31 and that they too carried equal weight in the determination of 

applications.    

The Chair also expressed his disappointment that 12 out of 15 of the Councillors 

on the Central and East Area County Planning Committee are from outside the 
former Durham City district area.  

John Ashby highlighted that the total number of students living in Durham City 
centre during the current academic year is circa. 18,700.  

Councillor A Doig welcomed this report as a compliment to the previous report on 

objections and call-in requests and agreed that further work is needed on this 
topic.  

The Chair highlighted the example of 1 Larches Road where the Committee had 
rightly recognised the importance of CDP Policies 29 and 31 and the strength of 

public feeling on this case. 



11. Consideration of Durham County Council’s Public Rights of Way 
improvement plan consultation  

The Committee considered the content of this consultation and agreed that the 
analysis required for this exceptionally important document was such that this 

should be done outside the usual timetable of meetings. The Clerk advised that 
he would be hosting a further coffee morning with interested parties, in order to 

review the content of this consultation and agree a response to this. 

The Clerk highlighted that he had a number of queries with the PROW team on 
the content of the consultation already – namely whether any 10 in 10 (10 

schemes in 10 years) projects were located within the City of Durham parish area 
and also whether a survey of the condition of the existing PROW network is also 

available.   

12. Consideration of Durham County Council’s Supplementary Planning 

Documents consultation on the following documents: 

The Committee considered the content of the new SPDs currently being consulted 
on by DCC – namely the draft Solar Energy Supplementary Planning Document 

(SPD) and the further revised Parking and Accessibility Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD).  

The Committee agreed that the analysis required for both of these exceptionally 
important documents was such that this should be done outside the usual 

timetable of meetings. The Clerk advised that he would be hosting a further coffee 
morning with interested parties, in order to review the content of both SPDs and 
agree a response to each of these.  

The Chair expressed his serious disappointment at the content of the SPD on Solar 
Energy and advised that he felt that this document should be re-started entirely 

by DCC.   

 

13. Dates of future meeting(s) of this Committee: 

 
28th June 2023 

7th July 2023 
21st July 2023 

 
 
There being no further business, the Chair thanked all attendees for their 

attendance and contributions and closed the meeting.  
 

Signed,  

 

Chair of the City of Durham Parish Council Planning and Licensing 
Committee 

(28th June 2023) 

 


