City of Durham Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee meeting held at 14:00pm on Friday 7t February
2020 in Office 2, Clayport library building, 8 Millennium Pl, DH1 1WA.

Present: Clir R Cornwell (in the Chéir), Cllr J Ashby, Clir V Ashfield, Clir L Brown, Clir
G Holland and Clir C Reeves.

Also present: Parish Clerk Adam Shanley and Clir Esther Ashby (member of the
public).

1. Welcome and apologies

Apologies were received from Clir J Elmer

2. To receive any declarations of interest from members
Clir L Brown declared an interest in application DM/20/00066/FPA

3. To receive and approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting
on 24 January 2020

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2020 were unanimously agreed as a
true and accurate record of proceedings.

4. To receive any public participation comments on the following agenda
items.

Clir E Ashby advised that she was attending the meeting to listen to discussions on
application DM/20/00066/FPA.

5. Matters arising:

a. to approve the following responses (for text of letters see Parish web site):
DM/19/03707/FPA | Dormer windows to front and rear elevations of existing
larger HMO (sui generis use). | 1 Laburnum Avenue Durham DH1 4HA. The
response to this application was agreed by the Committee.

DM/19/03836/FPA | Change of use from betting shop (sui generis) to restaurant
(use class A3) including extraction to side elevation. | Ground Floor 66 Saddler Street
Durham DH1 3NP. The response to this application was agreed by the Committee.
DM/19/03949/FPA | Change of use from HMO (Use Class C4) to large HMO (sui
generis) with two storey rear extension, rooflights and associated external alterations
| 55 Hawthorn Terrace Durham DH1 4EQ. The response to this application was
agreed by the Committee.

DM/19/03968/FPA | Extension and conversion of the multi-level decked car park
to form 8no. 2-bed apartments. | William Robson House Claypath Durham DH1 1SA.
The response to this application was agreed by the Committee.
DM/20/00059/FPA | The installation of stainless-steel flue to rear (retrospective)

| The Bridge 39 - 40 North Road Durham DH1 4SE. The response to this application
was agreed by the Committee.

b. To approve the response to DM/19/03967/FPA | Change of use of first floors
from retail including a loft conversion in to residential accommodation providing 5 no.
HMO studio apartments | 9 And 9A Silver Street Durham DH1 3RB, and to consider
whether to call it to Committee. The response to this application was agreed by the
Committee. The Chair also reported that the applicant has now written to the



Planning department of Durham County Council as follows: "I refer to the above
application, I've been away from the office for a couple of days and just returned and
noted some comments from the Parish Council submitted on the 3rd Feb with a
quick turnaround for further consultation on the 7th Feb, apologies for the delay but
Ive only just seen them. We understand that some additional lighting will be
required for the safety of the residents but are also aware of the limitations because
of the location. If the application is approved, we would want to work with the
Council and the Parish council to agree adequate lighting and appropriate styles of
lighting to provide a well-lit access but also take into consideration not to have any
adverse effect on the views to and from the WHS.”

It was agreed that a follow up letter to this application should be drafted, noting the
remarks of the applicant and requesting that this be a condition of the application
being granted. It was also agreed that the applicant should be asked to work with
both the Parish Council and the World Heritage Site Co-ordinator to ensure both
safety and no negative impact of such lighting on the World Heritage Site. Clir R
Cornwell agreed to draft this response.

c. DM/19/03926/VOC | Variation of Condition 3 (approved plans) of
DM/19/01937/VOC comprising changes to layout of Phase 2B. | Mount Oswald
(Phase 2B) Durham Report by Councillor Liz Brown. Clir L Brown reported that the
A167 had been plotted in the incorrect position in the original application and that
this had resulted in the need for this application. It was agreed to note this
application.

d. Update on application DM/19/03806/FPA | Change of use of dwelling (Use
Class C3) to small House in Multiple Occupation (Use Class C4) | 7 Wearside
Drive Durham DH1 1LE. The Clerk advised that the planning enforcement
department at the County Council is taking action on a number of potential
unregistered HMOs in the Wearside Drive area.

Clir J Ashby also reported that he had two outstanding queries with the case
officer for this application. Firstly, Clir J Ashby advised that he had
requested that the total number of student properties within the 100-metre
radius as the internal consultee's response states that 4.3% are student
properties as defined by Council Tax records. Secondly, Clir J Ashby advised
that the data provided as part of the application was dated 07/03/2019 and
had queried why the data from the current academic year wasn't used. It
was agreed that Clir J Ashby should remain in contact with the case officer

on these matters.
County Durham Plan

The Chair advised that the Inspector had requested a further session as part of
the Examination in Public in order to deal with housing land supply and this took
place on February 6. The Chair advised that Clir J Elmer, who had a place to
speak at this session of the Examination in Public in a non-Parish Council
capacity, had submitted his apologies and requested that the Parish Council be
given his slot. The Inspector agreed to this and Clir J Ashby represented the
Parish Council at this session.

Clir J Ashby advised that the session had dealt with the issue of the proposed
garden village at Seaham and the impact of the proposed housing number

trajectories.




Clir J Ashby also reported that the report by the Inspector would not be
published in March as originally believed. The report of the Inspector would likely
be later in the year around May time.

7. Neighbourhood Plan Consultation: verbal update re consultation

The Chair advised that the Regulation 16 consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan
was still ongoing. The Chair advised that he, Clir J Ashby and the Clerk would be
meeting the new officer at the County Council who is dealing with the
Neighbourhood Plan to discuss the process thereafter and that a report would be
given to the Planning Committee after that meeting.

Clir 1 Ashby encouraged all local resident and community groups to write in
support of the Plan.

8. Proposed new County HQ on the Sands (planning reference
DM/18/02369/FPA).

The Clerk advised that he had no updates on this matter to provide.

9. To consider these planning applications (the date in brackets is the
deadline to call to committee):

a. To note the following
DM/20/00106/VOC | Variation of conditions 2, 4 and 7 of planning
permission DM/17/01682/FPA to require adherence to revised tree planting
details and tree report | Durham University Teaching And Learning Centre
South Road Durham DH1 3LU (20 February). It was agreed to note this
application.
DM/20/00143/LB | To install stud wall on ground floor to create a lobby
area, to reposition first floor wall to allow creation of kitchen and the
removal of W/C to enlarge existing office | 17 Old Elvet Durham DH1 3HL
(20 February). It was agreed to note this application.

b. To consider making representations on the following
DM/19/03915/FPA | Alterations to shop front consisting of the lowering
of window cills | The John Duck Ale House 91A Claypath Durham DH1 1RG
(18 February). It was agreed to note this application.
DM/20/00066/FPA | Erection of community centre building with
associated bin store and cycle parking | Lowes Barn Recreation Ground Park
House Road Durham DH1 3QF (11 February). The Committee was minded
to agree the application, however due to a discrepancy in the application
form, it was agreed that the Clerk should investigate further before the
Committee made a formal response.

DM/20/00139/PNT | Prior notification for the installation of a 20m
monopole supporting 3 no. antennas, 4 no. equipment cabinets and 1 no.
meter cabinet and ancillary development including 1 no. GPS module. |
Land To The East Of The Palatine Centre Stockton Road Durham DH1 3LE
(20 February). The Committee felt unable to comment on this application
due to a technical issue with the application. It was agreed that the Clerk
should investigate further.

DM/20/00191/FPA | Two story rear extension and a change of use from
a C3 family house to a C4 HMO. | 34 The Hallgarth Durham DH1 3BJ (20
February). It was agreed to object to this application and it was also
agreed to call this to the Central and East Planning Committee if the case



officer is minded to approve this in its current form. Clir J Ashby agreed to
draft the response to this application.

DM/20/00235/FPA | Change of Use from existing 6 bed small HMO (use
class C4) to 8 bed large HMO (use class sui-generis) including erection of
single-storey extension to rear, new window to gable elevation and
rooflights to accommodate a loft conversion. | 35 Hawthorn Terrace Durham
DH1 4EL (21 February). It was agreed to object to this application. Cllr L
Brown agreed to draft the response to this application.

10. Ground rules for calling in planning applications.

The Chair advised that a meeting had taken place between himself, the Clerk to
the Council, the Chair of the Parish Council and the Vice-Chair of the Parish
Council Planning Committee and it was agreed that the ground rules for the
Planning Committee ought to be put for approval at Full Council; including the
amendment to the Terms of Reference of the Planning Committee to also include
consideration of Traffic Regulation Order consultations. It was also agreed that
the Planning Committee and the Clerk should retain a data base of all
applications called to the Central and East Planning Committee along with the
reason(s) for the call in, in the event that any issues are raised.

11. Dates of future meetings
21 February 2020 - 14.00 to 16.00 hrs - Office 2, Clayport Library Building.

6 March 2020 - 14.00 to 16.00 hrs - Office 2, Clayport Library Building.

Due to the confidential nature of the following items, in accordance with Section
100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and the public were
excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that
it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the LGA 1972 Act and section 1(2) of the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. At this point in time the press and the
public were asked to leave the room.

12. Common land at The Sands

The Chair advised that a meeting had taken place on 4™ February between
representatives of both the Freeman and the Parish Council and the barrister acting
on behalf of both parties in relation to the County Council’s application to de-register
the coach park as common land. The meeting considered the latest rebuttal from the
County Council on the latest objections raised. It was agreed at the meeting on A
February that the Barrister should draft a final rebuttal to the County Council’s
response; highlighting any factual errors and addressing the issue of there not being a
public inquiry.

The Chair also highlighted the matter of great crested newts potentially being present
on the site. The Chair advised that this had been an issue during the application for
the Police Headquarters. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Natural England
to ask their view on how this application would impact on this protected specifies (if
still present).

13. Neighbourhood Plan: Appointment of Independent Examiner



Councillors considered details of three individuals, as provided by NPIERS, to
carry out an independent examination of the Neighbourhood Plan. It was agreed

that Tony Burton is the Parish Council’s preferred option for this.

There being no further business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and closed the meeting.

Signed,
‘/Z’L..) Cg/«c_@u 7= 1L ~-2lel®

Chair of the City of Durham Parish Council Planning Committee



