City of Durham Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee meeting held at 14:00 pm on Friday 6" December
2019 in Office 2, Clayport library building, 8 Millennium PI, DH1 1WA.

Present: Clir R Cornwell (in the Chair), Clir J Ashby, Clir V Ashfield, Clir L Brown, Clir
G Holland and Cllr C Reeves

Also present: Parish Clerk Adam Shanley and Mr Mike Chadwick (Member of the
public)

1. Welcome and apologies
Apologies were received from Clir J Elmer
2. To receive any declarations of interest from members.

All members of Planning Committee declared an interest in application
DM/19/03670/TCA.

3. To receive and approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting
on 22 November 2019.

Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2019 were unanimously agreed as a
true and accurate record of proceedings.

4. To receive any public participation comments on the following agenda
items.

Mr Mike Chadwick attended the meeting and advised that he was concerned about the
increasing number of properties being occupied by students. Mr Chadwick advised
that he felt that this is having an impact on funding for local services and the social
fabric of Durham City. Mr Chadwick asked the Parish Council how many homes in the
Parish are occupied by students.

The Chair thanked Mr Chadwick for attending the meeting and for raising his issues
with the Planning Committee. The Chair advised that the Parish Council shared a
number of the concerns expressed by Mr Chadwick and is well on the case to
addressing those issues. The Chair advised that there are approximately 2,530
properties in the City of Durham Parish area currently occupied by students and not
paying Council tax.

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had recently submitted an FOI request to
the County Council on the loss of Council tax income to the Parish due to class M and
class N (student properties) exemptions. The loss of Council tax income is over
£7,000,000. The Clerk advised that he would write formally to Mr Chadwick so that he
had the correct figures.

5. Matters arising:
a. to approve the following responses:
DM/19/02553/FPA | Former Swimming Baths And Nos 42, 47-49, 50 And 51 Old Elvet,
Elvet Waterside Durham, DH1 3DA. The response to this application was agreed by the
Committee.
DM/19/03227/FPA | 3 Juniper Way Durham DH1 4GZ. The response to this application
was agreed by the Committee.
DM/19/03447/FPA | 89-90 Claypath Durham DH1 1RG. The response to this




application was agreed by the Committee.

DM/19/03459/FPA | 17 Providence Row Durham DH1 1RS. The response to this
application was agreed by the Committee.

DM/19/03494/FPA | 18 Providence Row Durham DH1 1RS. The response to this
application was agreed by the Committee.

DM/19/03525/LB and DM/19/03531/AD | The John Duck Ale House 91A Claypath
Durham DH1 1RG. The response to this application was agreed by the Committee. The
Chair also reported that the Parish Council’s response to the change of name had been
reported in the local press and, since the Parish Council’s submission, the applicant had
removed plans to include an artificial flower wall as part of this application. The
Committee’s concerns regarding the name of the pub remain though the Clerk reported
this is not @ material planning ground for objection.

The Committee also agreed a revised objection to application DM/19/03409/AD
(Revolution sign) and agreed to call this application to Committee if minded to approve.

b. to approve the draft press release on timber-framed windows.

The Committee felt that the proposed press release was still too brief and not
something the press would be likely to pick up on. It was agreed that the
release be sent to all local residents’ groups, that this also be reported at the Full
Parish meeting in May 2020 and that this also be retained in case of the need for
objection to any new applications.

c. notification of Committee date for DM/19/03257/FPA re: 32 Whinney Hill,
Durham DH1 3BE.

It was agreed that Clir G Holland would represent the Parish Council at this
Committee. Clir J Ashby offered to provide a briefing to Clir G Holland ahead of
the Committee date.

County Durham Plan: Verbal update on week 4 of the Examination in Public,
matters 12 (Environment), 13 (Minerals and Waste) and 14 (Other Issues).

The Chair reported on week 4 of the Examination in Public. The Chair
advised that the Inspector would not be making any formal announcement yet
due to Purdah. ClIr J Ashby reported that he felt that Inspector had been very
good in addressing issues fairly during the Examination.

Clir G Holland advised that he felt that Policy 34 of the proposed County Durham
Plan was very poor and the representation from the County Council on this policy
during the Examination had also been poor.

The Chair also advised that questions arising from the Examination in Public
would be published on the week commencing 16" December and the County
Council (and the Parish Council and others) would have until 10* January to
respond to these points.

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Dates: Councillors are asked to agree
preferred date for start of the Regulation 16 consultation.

Councillors were asked to consider their preference of start date for the
Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 consultation. The options of Monday 16
December 2019 (start date) for eight weeks ending Sunday 9™ February 2020 or
Monday 6t January (start date) for six weeks ending Sunday 16 February 2020
were put to the Parish Council for a decision.



10.

11.

It was agreed that the Planning Committee preferred the start date of 6%
January for a period of six weeks for the Regulation 16 consultation.

Proposed new County HQ on the Sands (planning reference
DM/18/02369/FPA)

The Clerk reported that there was still no update on a date for the proposed
stakeholder engagement meeting involving Kier and the local residents’ groups.
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to both Andrew Megginson (DCC) and
Paul Nixon (Kier) to chase this up again.

Deregistration of common land: Any relevant developments
There were no developments to report on this matter.
Feedback from the Planning Training on 26 November

Clir V Ashfield advised that she attended the planning training on 26" November
and had found it to have covered the basic procedures but not relevant planning
policy. It was agreed that the Clerk should attempt to organise a more bespoke
training session with a planning officer recommended by Clir G Holland.

Selective licensing scheme for County Durham

Cllr J Ashby provided a report to Councillors in relation to a selective licensing
scheme for County Durham.

Cllr J Ashby advised that selective licensing is a discretionary scheme for local
authorities and covers privately rented properties. Clir J Ashby advised that the
Housing Act 2004 allows local authorities to designate areas for selective
licensing to support the improvement of privately rented properties, providing
certain conditions are met.

Cllr J Ashby advised that, in areas designated, landlords must apply for a licence
if they want to rent out a property. This means the council can check whether
they are a “fit or proper person” to be a landlord or letting agent, as well as
making other stipulations concerning management of the property and
appropriate safety measures. The stipulations are listed in the licence conditions
and the conditions are at the discretion of the local authority.

Clir J Ashby reminded Councillors that DCC’s Cabinet approved in principle to
detailed preparatory work being undertaken with the intention of submitting an
application to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for
a county-wide selective licensing designation. Clir J Ashby advised that, as part
of the application, the County Council would need to consult on plans and
consider all representations.

Clir J Ashby advised that the scale of the scheme is considerable, with an
estimated 60,000 privately rented properties in County Durham, all of which
would need to be inspected. Clir J Ashby advised that Durham City would be an
obvious priority area for such a scheme.

The Chair thanked ClIr J Ashby for his report to the Committee.

It was agreed that the following recommendations would go forward to Full
Council for approval:




That the Parish Council:

a) expresses support for the County Council’s intention to seek a Selective Licensing
Scheme covering the whole County;

b) advises that Durham City should be treated as a priority area for inspection; and

c) requests that the Parish Council be included in consultations on the emerging
application and business plan.

12. Additional budget items arising from Looking Forward.

Clir J Ashby reported on budget commitments arising from the Looking Forward
document, which had been agreed by Full Council earlier in the year. The most
substantial element of this being the production of a design guide for Durham
City at an estimated cost of £5,000. The Clerk recommended that the £5,000
underspend, arising from the four County Councillors funding half of the Planning
Enforcement SLA, be transferred to this commitment. The Committee agreed
this to go forward for Full Council approval.

13. Planning applications:
DM/19/03313/FPA | Temporary change of use until end of June 2020 from C3
to C4 | 3 The Bowers Durham DH1 4EH (19 December). It was agreed to object
to this application and call to Committee if minded to approve. Clir J Ashby
agreed to draft the response to this application.
DM/19/03508/FPA | Change of use from existing six-bedroom HMO (C4) to
eight-bedroom HMO (sui generis) including dormer loft conversion and other
associated internal alterations | 18 The Avenue Durham DH1 4ED (18
December). It was agreed to object to this application. Clir R Cornwell agreed
to draft the response to this application.
DM/19/03552/FPA | Change of Use to Magicians Entertainment Place (D2) | The Magic
Corner 19 And A Half Old Elvet Durham DH1 3HL (19 December). It was agreed to note
this application.
DM/19/03660/VOC | Variation of condition No.2 pursuant to planning application
DM/18/00291/FPA in relation to the approved brick type. | Rear Of 24 The Avenue
Durham DH1 4ED (17 December). It was agreed to note this application.
DM/19/03670/TCA | Fell 2no. Oak trees | North End Allotments Larches Road North
End Durham DH1 4LZ (No expiry date; this is on land owned by the Parish Council). It was
agreed to note this application.
DM/19/03677/FPA | Replacement of welsh slate roof tiles with Marley composite roof
tiles (retrospective) | 20 - 21 Church Street Head Durham DH1 3DN (19 December). It
was agreed to object to this application. Clir L Brown agreed to draft the
response to this application.
DM/19/03721/FPA | Demolition of redundant garages and creation of parking spaces
including erection of fencing/bollards. | Garages At Hallgarth Street Durham City (20
December). It was agreed to note this application.

14. Request to purchase North Sidegate Woodland.

Councillors considered a request to purchase the North Sidegate woodland. The
Clerk advised that the County Council had written to advise that the applicant
intends to keep the land as woodland and coppice the trees. The County Council
is minded to approve this application to purchase the land.



It was agreed to note this application subject to the conditions of the sale (at
present to be decided).

15. Arrangements during the Christmas recess

It was agreed that the Clerk and the Chair of the Planning Committee both monitor
incoming applications. Clir L Brown also agreed to call applications to Committee if needed
during the Christmas recess.

16. Dates of future meetings
10 January 2020 - 14.00 to 16.00 hrs - Office 2, Clayport Library Building.
24 January 2020 - 14.00 to 16.00 hrs - Office 2, Clayport Library Building.

There being no further business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance and
closed the meeting.

Chair of the City of Durham Parish Council Planning Committee







